To the Editor:
In their editorial (1 ) Despite our agreement with that conclusion, we feel it is unjustified to state (1 ) that the extraction/chromatography RIA for testosterone is only slightly better than direct testosterone immunoassays. This statement appears to be based on data presented in the form of a figure in the article by Taieb Data reported previously by Fitzgerald and Herold (4 ) were contained in a reply to a letter to the editor, and showed a comparison of testosterone concentrations quantified by negative chemical ionization GC/MS in the authors' laboratory and extraction/chromatography RIA carried out in a commercial laboratory, using samples from only 12 women. In contrast to the results obtained by Taieb et al. (2 ) , the data presented by Fitzgerald and Herold (4 ) show a lack of correlation (R 2 ϭ 0.24).
It is obvious that the data reported by Taieb et al. (2 ) and Fitzgerald and Herold (4 ) on the comparison of testosterone values measured by GC/MS and extraction/chromatography RIA are fragmentary and cannot be used to derive any valid conclusions. Properly designed studies are needed to determine the magnitude of differences in serum testosterone quantified by the two methods.
In their editorial, Herold and Fitzgerald (1 ) also imply that data from epidemiologic studies based on extraction/chromatography RIAs have not been properly validated and are questionable. Although this may be true for some studies, there are numerous other studies reported in the literature in which well-validated extraction/chromatography RIAs have been used to measure steroid hormones in biological fluids. Such data have not only been used for diagnostic testing, but also to understand the role of hormones in normal and abnormal endocrinology.
The need for standardization of steroid assays has been recognized. GC/MS and liquid chromatography with tandem mass spectrometry (LC-MS/MS) are the obvious methods to provide accurate data with a rapid turnaround time. However, it should be realized that a well-validated extraction/chromatography RIA can also be used to obtain accurate measurements of steroid hormones. How well measurements obtained by GC/MS or LC-MS/MS and extraction/chromatography RIA compare remains to be determined. (4 ) . The message of our editorial is that
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